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ST MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL, NEWRY
Internet Policy
The Internet – It’s a real world!
It can be hard keeping up with children today.  Suddenly there is new technology, new language and new challenges for parents.  The aim of this page is to help you understand online safety issues and to give practical advice on the Internet using SMART safety tips.  While it is fair to say that many children may have better technical skills than their parents, they still need parental advice and protection when using the Internet.  

What are the dangers?
The Internet is like having a city in your own living room.  There are lots of exciting places for children to go and enjoy but also lots of places you wouldn’t want your children to go unsupervised.  The main dangers for children can be grouped into:

· Potential Contact - from someone online who may wish to harm your child.  Children must re-learn the “stranger may equal danger” rule.  Advise children not to give personal details about themselves and do not meet alone with anyone they have contacted via the Internet.
· Inappropriate Content - keep an eye on the material your children are viewing and agree on ground rules on sites your children can and cannot visit.

· Excessive Commercialism  - excessive advertising will invade your child’s privacy.  Encourage children not to fill out forms which require a lot of personal information.

Using Filters

Filtering software can help block inappropriate material but are not 100% effective. There is no substitute for good parental control.    It helps to keep the computer in a family room, rather than tucked away in a bedroom.

Be Positive
Encourage children to stick to the fun and positive sites on the net that reinforce their education and interests.  Just as you monitor the televisions programmes your child watches, take time to find useful sites for your family.

Communicating 

Discussing possible dangers needs care and sensitivity.  The following SMART TIPS have been written especially for children aged 8 – 14 years.
S       Secret
Keep personal information such as name and address private.

M      Meeting
Never meet anyone unsupervised by an adult.

A       Accepting
Never accept e-mails from people you don’t know, they may    contain a virus or nasty message.
R       Remember
Someone online may be lying and not be who they say they are.  

T        Tell
Tell your parent or carer if someone or something makes you uncomfortable or worried
Advice for Parents

While in school teachers will guide pupils towards appropriate materials on the Internet.  Outside school parents or guardians bear the same responsibility for such guidance as they would normally exercise with other media information sources.  Parents should be aware that they are responsible for their children’s supervised use of the Internet at home.

Offering advice to parents is good practice and St Mary’s High School will therefore alert parents to the appropriate guidance and advice on the use of the internet which they may find helpful at home.

Our guidance includes the following:

· Parents should discuss with their children the rules for using the internet and decide together when, how long, and what comprises appropriate use.

· Parents should get to know the sites their children visit, and discuss what they are learning.

· Parents should ensure they protect their children from unwanted or unacceptable overtures from strangers, from unplanned expenditure or fraud by encouraging their children to keep personal identifying information private.

· Parents should encourage their children never to respond to any unwelcome, unpleasant or abusive messages and to tell them if they receive any such messages or images.  If a message comes from the C2K Internet Service connection provided in school, they should immediately inform the Principal, St Mary’s High School.
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